
Our Mission:
To Preserve and 

Manage Natural Areas 
and Open Space for 

Ecological, Educational 
and Recreational 

Benefits for Present and 
Future Generations

Founded:
november 4th, 1964



“Others expecting paradise on 
Rock River, may go there; I go no 
further.”
-John K Towners, early settler after he spent a night on 
the Kishwaukee River in what is today, Belvidere in the 
year 1835.



 Became law in 1963

 21-page document, the most important paragraph in my opinion is 410/11
 “Every district shall consider the preservation of natural conditions and 

protection of flora and fauna as part of its principal purpose and to that 
end shall set aside a substantial portion of its land to remain in an 
essentially undisturbed condition.

 “ a district may not levy annual taxes, for all its purposes in the aggregate, 
in excess of .1% of the value, as equalized or assessed by the Department 
of Revenue, of the taxable property therein.”
 What does this mean?
 The BCCD receives $0.10 for every $100.00 of accessed value.
 The BCCD’s current budget 1,211,241.17.



Manage 4,200 acres most, of them being set 
aside as natural areas or habitat for native flora 
and fauna
 Educate kids and adults on the need for open 

space as well as natural processes.
Opportunity for passive recreation activities 

while making BCCD managed areas safe for 
site users.
Hiking
 Biking
 Fishing
Horseback Riding
 Birdwatching



WE ARE A LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY

4,200 acres most of these acres managed for 
wildlife
Both flora and fauna
Fighting unmanaged succession - invasive 
species 
No golf courses or playground equipment



Aesthetic value
Recreation
Teaching models
Flood water storage
Ground water 

recharge
 Slow surface water 

runoff
Refuge for threatened 

and endangered 
species and  species 
in decline.



Retain and 
Control Flood 

Water

Groundwater 
Recharge, 

micropores
Biodiversity

Habitat for 
pollinators

Anthropogenic
• Mental
• Physical
• Cultural



First Meeting of BCCD Trustees
 January 19th, 1965

First Board of Trustees
William Ralston President 1 year term
Bill Wolf Secretary 2-year term
Melvin Banks 3 year term
Donald Yates Treasurer 4 year term
Don  McLay 5 year term

BCCD hires its first attorney Allen Silver in 
April of 1965 a retainer fee of $500.00

George Fell presents to the BCCD Board for 
the first time May 19th 1965 



Budget in 1965 $24,000
Budget in 1966 $33,250
The BCCD was compensating the Natural Land Institute for 

George Fells assistance in managing the first conservation 
District in the state
August 1st,1965 the BCCD hires its first part-time employee 

George Fell
Hired on a quarterly basis $750.00 per quarter 
Prioritize land acquisitions and assist in hiring an Executive 

Director

Hiring of Roger Gustafson, the BCCD’s first Executive Director at 
a rate of $615.00 per month. His first day was March 1st 1968. 



First Truck Purchased March 1968 for 
$2,163.87





First Nature 
Center/Administrtion 
Building Opened and 
Dedicated
1982





George and 
Roger





LAND 
ACQUISITIONS



Boone County is 185,500 acres.
The BCCD manages 4,200 acres.
Many of these are along riparian corridor 
and wetlands.

2.2% of the landcover managed by the 
BCCD.
A small portion of lands set aside for habitat 
and passive recreation activities. 



 Dedicated as an Illinois Nature Preserve in 
August  of 1993. What does this mean?
 Highest level of protection for a natural 
area in the state.
1. Geologically, dry dolomite prairie, 

exposed bedrock
2. Culturally, remnant pre-settlement 

conditions
a. 1835-1840 surveyed and settled.
b. Pre-settlement conditions and  

characteristics 
c. Remnant habitat

3. Biologically, remnant diversity - 100 plant 
species in the current inventory.

 
 Floras biggest threat:
 Invasive plant species, Eurasian 
species with no balance.
 



429 Acres

4 parcels purchased 
in 1968

1 parcel purchased in 
1973

1 parcel purchased in 
1974



174 Acres total
Two parcels
Two separate 
transactions
July 16th, 1969
September 
24th, 1970



357 acres in size
August 21,1968
June 22, 1973
December 27, 1973
August 26, 1974
August 1975
January 12, 1976
January 31, 1976



495 Acres in size
March 1, 1972
July 22, 1977
January 31, 
1984

Anderson Bend
Sept 14th, 1978



GREEN GIANT 
PRAIRIE
13 acres in size

 October 31, 1978

 A terrible lesson in access issues

 George Fell wrote about the prairie 
remnants present

 Very degraded because the access is a 
retention pond and a culvert under a 
rail road track



 177 Acres

 2008-2012

 5 Parcels

What is a Fen

 Extremely important 
recent land purchase

Mix of remnant and 
agricultural 
conversion

Many habitat types
 Fen Wetland
 Savanna
 Sedge Meadow 
Mesic grassland
Wetland mitigation



DEPARTMENTS OF THE BCCD

Administration
Natural Resources Management
Education
Land and Facilities Managment





Natural Resources 
Management Department



Best management practice for 
large areas of open space; both 
economic and ecological.

Aesthetic value for Boone 
County residents.

An excellent education tool 
when trying to educate about 
the need for open space and 
biodiversity, (working models).



Flora/Fauna inventories
Natural History 
Removing Weeds (non-native and 
aggressive flora)
Collecting Seed
Planting Natives
Prescribed Fire



Invasive Species 
Removal









 This is done from May through 
November

 Seed is collected as it matures 
through the growing season.







Planting 
Seed













Prescribed Fire



Most economical form of 
natural areas management.

Represses non native and 
aggressive species, especially 
trees and brush (cambium 
layer).

Burning promotes strong 
growth in natives.

































VOLUNTEERING 
OPPORTUNITIES
 Invasive herbaceous plant removal 

in high quality habitats where 
machinery is not an option. 
(Summer)

 Cutting and removing invasive 
brush in natural areas. (Winter)

 Flora/Fauna monitoring on BCCD 
sites

 Seed collecting May - November.

 Cleaning seed

 Broadcasting seed

 Site Stewardship





























Hiking trails Horse Trails Hunting

Fishing Wildlife Viewing





























THANK YOU!!!
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